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ADVERTISEMENT. 


O the fimple and unvarnifhed tale here 
_ Jaid before the Reader, no formal Intro- 
duétion is neceflary. The Editor expeéts from 
it neither fame nor profit. The only fhadow 
of merit which he can claim is, the having 
re{cued from oblivion fome authentic do- 
cree of an ingenious though unfuccefsful 
invention, and fome fugitive memoirs of the 
inventor and his family. | 
The firft part of the pamphlet is printed 
from a MS. dictated by the elder WiLL1am 
Grp, fome little time before his death, for the 
fatisfaction of his relations. ‘The fecond part 
was written by his daughter; to whofe benefit 
the profits of this publication (if any fhall arife) 
will faithfully be applied. ‘The third part is lite- 
he a 2 rally 







: Cw . : : 

ally copied from fome Propofls blithe by 

James Gep in 1751, in a half fheet in gto. 

"The Narrative of Mr. Mores is annexed, to 

complete the fubject. : 
‘ x. 
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I. Mr. WILLIAM GED’S NARRATIVE 
OF HIS 


SCHEME ror BLOCK-PRINTING., 


-Didated .by himfelf fome time before his Death, for 
the Satisfaction of his Relations, 


HAPPENED in the year 1725 to be in com- 
pany with a printer, who, talking of the lofs our 
nation was at for want of a letter-founder, and after 
fhowing me the nature of the types fingly and com- 
pofed in pages, afked me, if I could contrive a method 
to remedy that defect. J anfwered, That I judged 
it more practicable for me to make plates from the 
compofed pages than make fingle types. To which 
he replied, That if fuch a thing could be done, an 
eftate might be made by it. I defired he would give 
me a page for an experiment, which, after fome days 
trial, I found practicable, and fo continued for near 
two years improving on my invention; and making 
a great many experiments, feveral of which were ex- _ 
penfive; but the more I praétifed, and the lefs charge- 
able materials 1 ufed, I was the more fuccefsful, till 
at laft I brought it to bear, as that no diftin@ion 
could be made between the impreflion from my plates 

and that from the types. 
| BY I then 
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Neal then applied to a Gentleman in this place, who _ 
had five or fix thoufand pound ftock, and who for 
a fourth fhare of the profits contraéted with me to 
advance all the money that might be neceffary for 
carrying on the work. But this Gentleman, after- 
wards converfing with a certain other printer in this 
town, was made to believe that £ 8000 would not 
bring that undertaking to perfection; which did fo 
intimidate him, that in two years continuance of that 
contraét, he made no farther advance to me than 
f,22. So finding no appearance of fuccefs that way, 
I was glad of any opportunity by which I might ex- 
pect better encouragement. 

In July 1729, William Fenner, a London ftationer, 
being by accident here in Edinburgh, hearing of my 
project, made me propofals more difadvantageous 
than my former bargain, which however I accepted 
of. He claimed the half of the profits, in confi- 
deration he was to advance all the money requifite, 
and that I fhould procure my former partner’s re- 
nounciation of any farther concern with me in that 
affair ; which being obtained, we entered into a con- 
tract for twenty-one years, by which I was obliem to 
communicate to him the art. 

On his part he was obliged, four months after date, 
to have a proper houfe and all materials in readinefs 
at London, where I engaged to be by that time; and 
thefe conditions under a penalty of £1000 to be 
forfeited by the party failing. There was likewile a 
claufe in that contract, that, if in eight months after 
trial, my project fhould not prove advantageous, 

becaule 
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becaufe of the oppofition it might likely meet with — 
from the printers, in fuch event the contract was to 
be void and nuli. 

I implemented my part by being at London within 
the time limited, where I found Mr. Fenner had no- 
thing agreed on provided, and I believe was as little 
capable. But being a ftranger to his circumftances, 
he made me believe, the reafon of this delay was, 
that he had got acquainted with a letter-founder, 
who would, for one 16th fhare from each of us, 
furnifh all the different types fhould be wanted ; 
upon which followed another contract, and we were ac- 
cordingly furnifhed with two parcels of different 
types: but when we came to ufe them, we found 
them altogether unfit for our purpofe ; and were like- 
wife informed, that he had been formerly employed: 
by the King’s printers, but was rejected by them, 
becaufe one Caflon had eclipfed him in his bufinefs, 
which occafioned his applying to me, believing he 
could make a living by the profits he expected from 
his fhare in my project. Thereafter haying feen a 
Bible printed in the King’s-houfe in London on a 
beautiful letter, I applied to them, to know if they 
would give fuitable encouragement to furnifh them 
with plates for a Bible from that type. Accordingly 
a day was gppointed to hear our propofals: in the 
mean time they acquainted their new founder Caflon, 
who told them he would give us fifty guineas, if we, 
in half a year’s time, made one page of a Bible from 
that type. Our appointment holding, we made de- 
mands, and they made offers of money, and we believed 

ne we 
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we might have agreed ; but’at the fame time told us 
of the above fifty guineas, and that the sentleman 
who had made the offer was in the houfe; being’called — 
into our company, he bragged much.of his great fkill 
and knowledge in all the parts of mechanifm, and 
particularly vaunted, that he, and hundreds befides 
himfelf, could make plates to as great perfection as 
I could; which occafioned fome heat in our converfa- 
tion, and which was diverted by a propofal of Mr, 
Bafket, That Caflon and I fhould, each of us have a 
page given us, to make.a plate from, of that type, — 
between then and that day fe’nnight ; and that he who 
failed fhould give an handfome entertainment to the 
company: this being agreed to, Mr. Thomas Gib, 
overfeer of the printing- ait was appointed judge 
of the performance, - 

ep Next day, about dinner time, each of us had a page 
- fent us. 1 imeadiately after fell to work, and. by 
five o’th’clock that fame afternoon I had. finithed 
three plates from that page, and caufed to take im- 
preflions from them on paper, which Land partners 
carried directly to the King’s printing-houfe, and fhow- 
ed_them to faid Mr. Gib, who. would, not believe 
but thefe impreffions were taken from the types 
whereupon I produced one, of the plates, which, he 
faid, was the types foldered together, and fawed 
thorough, ,To convince him of his miftake, I took. 
that plate from him, and broke it before his. face, 
then fhowed him another, which made him cry out, 
He was. furprized at my performance, and. then 
called us to a bottle of wine; when he purpofed I 


fnould 
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fhould take eleven pages more, to'make up a form, 
that he would fee how it might anfwer the theet-way. 
My too expeditious performance here proved rather 
a detriment then advantage to me, as I came after- 
wards to underftand from the King’s printers them- 
felves; who having acquainted Mr. Caflon with what 
had happened, he’ declined keeping the appointment 
in perfon, but fent a fon of Mr. Bafket’s to tell, 
<¢ That he could not perform the thing himfelf, nei- 
‘s ther could he get one of the bundred he ipoke of 
“to undertake it.” 

Thomas James, the letter-founder above-mentioned, 
our partner, having a brother an architect, who was 
_univerfally acquainted with the nobility and dignified: 
clergy, he gave him one of thefe plates, and in- 
formed him of my above performance. Mr. James 
handed the plate about, till he came to the earl of 
Macclesfield, who told him, That there. was a va- 
cancy in the univerfity of Cambridge, who would 
be glad to receive us, and let us have the privilege 
of printing Bibles and Prayer-books; which motion 
took. So John James the above architect, and my 
partner Fenner, went down to Cambridge, where 
their propofals were readily acreed to... But, before 
this time, I fufpected much the fuficiency of my 
partner’s circunaftances, which made me tell, That 
Tinclined to leave them at the term. of the eight 
months ; which: John James hearing, being a man of 
fubftance, made an overture, to divide in four. fhares, 
and that he would make the fourth partner; that 
he would jay me dewn £100; that I fhould have 
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yeatly £ 100 paid me for the ufe of my family, be- 
fides thirty fhillings weekly for my own fubfiftence; 
that I fhould be przefes of the company ; and that 
any one of the other three partners, who joined voice 
with me, fhould determine the queftion; and that, 
laftly, he would ule his intereft with the univerfity of 
Cambridge, that I fhould have their privilege for 
printing the before-mentioned books in my plate-way. 
Which conditions I went into, and had the faid £ 100 
Jaid me down. 

We had feveral mectings ar making up this con- 
tract; which being agreed to in the terms above, 
was put into hands of counfellor Hamilton, to be 
extended at large. Mean while the King’s’ prin- 
ters, having heard our defign, applied to the univer- 
fity, and made an offer of £ soo more than what they 
had agreed to take from us. Afterwards Thomas 
James, our letter-founder, fell to intriguing with the 
King’s printers (who underftanding the countenance 
we were likely to obtain from the univerfity of Cam- 
bridge, which was equal to their own as to the privi- 
lege of printing Bibles and Prayer-Books; and the 
more afraid, of having a man of fuch fubftance as 
- John James his brother partner with us) in order to 
withdraw his brother, which afterwards appeared he 
had undertaken to do. The argument they made ufe 
of to fpirit him up (we having complained of the in- 
fufficiency of his types) was, to make him believe 
that the fault lay in my plates only, and not in his 
types, though they had been formerly rejected by 
themfzlves: wherefore, to convince his brother of 

ignorance 
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ignorance or malice, I made impreffions from both 
type and plate, in the manner following; viz. Having 
at that time five or fix fheets of an octavo Prayer- 
book in plates made from the fame types, I cauied to 
make up a fheet, where pages of plate were inter- 
mixed with pages of type; and having twenty fuch 
fheets to caft off, I afked him, before his brother, to 
diftinguifh which was plate, and which type. Todo 
which, he divided the one half of thefe fheets from 
the other, faying, the one was plate, and the other half 
type, whereas each of thefe fheets bore a mixture of 
pages, half one, half other. I made a fecond trial, 
on Thomas James’s bringing two paragraphs of a dif- 
ferent fize of letter, compofed in.Latin, which he de- 
fired to be caft off with care, being to be fent to the 
country for a fpecimen. Obferving this to be a bet- 
ter type than what he had furnifhed us, I caufed to 
make up as much of our letter as would make a 
folio-page, joined with thefe two fpecimens, from 
which I made a plate, and caufed to throw off a parcel 
of theets from both, which being brought to him, he 
miftook the one for the other; but carried one of 
each home with him, and next day he difcovered a 
{mall open in the tail of one fingle letter, whereby 
he was afterwards capable to diftinguifh that plate 
from the type: for which reafon I made another plate 
from the fame compofed page, and caufed caft-of 
an equal number from the laft plate as from the 
former; and the impreffions being mixt and laid 
before him, he difcovered his ignorance, by afirm- 
ing that all the impreffions of my laft plate were 

taken 
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taken from the types (not finding that chafm or 
open in a letter of the former plate), till I convinced — 
him of his etror by fhowing him the other platé. 
Not long after this, Mr. Samuel ‘Palmer (the moft. 
knowing printer in London), who had frequently 
feen my performance in the plate-way, affured me, 
that the types I was ufing were altogether unfit for 
my purpofe; and further, he and another" gentle- 
man told us, they heard our letter-founder fay, That 
as long as he was our letter-founder, we fhould never 
hurt ‘the trade, and it was for that reafon he had 
joined us in company. Having wrought’ about 
eighteen months at London on feveral books with 
thefe imperfect types, which proved naught, and the 
leafe never yet obtained, though the univerfity” fent 
letters every two or three weeks to John James our 
partner at Greenwich, directed to the care of his 
brother the letter-founder at London, who, being: in 
ufe of breaking-open thefe letters, kept up a ma- 
terial one, wherein the univerfity defired us to take 
counfel, and talk with their agent at London, to 
whom they had fent their papers and powers. Next 
meeting, inftead of communicating the contents of 
this letter to the concerned, he told them, He had 
feen a gentleman, who faid the gentlemen of the 
univerfity were furprized we had fo long “delayed 
coming down to Cambridge to take out our leafé, 
which they were fo willing to grant us, and propofed 
to his brother and Mr. Fenner to go down in name 
‘of the company, which they had agreed to before I 
came. When they told me what had paffed, I, know- 


ing 
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ing@ the man’s fincerity, which T had obferved for fome 
time before, thought it not convenient without I 
- went along with him; and then told them, I could 
€ndeavour to procure the recommendation of my 
Lord Iflay and others of my countrymen: and ac- 
cordingly I obtained my Lord Iflay’s letter to Mr. 
Smith, profeffor of the opticks in Trinity College, 
who happened to be prefes at that meeting, called) 
Syndicks. This letter I delivered by myfelf, when 
this gentleman afked me what advice I had from 
counfel about their privileges; which was the firtt 
time I had heard any thing of the contents of the 
above-mentioned letter from the univerfity. This 
being a farther confirmation of this man’s treachery, 
Elet Mr. Smith know my former jealoufies of him; 
and, fince he was prefes, I begged of him to call a 
meeting before | left this place, that I might know 
their opinions; and accordingly being met, they 
granted our requeft for paying into the univerfiry 
£100 yearly, and five pounds per annum to one 
Jonathan Plinder, an old decayed printer in that place. 
I told Thomas James, I was informed fuch a letter 
was fent by the univerfity to his brother, to take ad- 
vice of counfel as it directed, and was much fur- 
prized he had concealed the contents from the com: 
pany; when he anfwered, he did not know the ufe’’ 
of it. I defired him to go along with me to thank. 
the gentlemen of the univerfity, which he refufing, 
T told him I would go alone then; but feeine me! 
pofitive, we went in company; when he, with no 
little affurance, afked them, That. if ni project 
| CG . fhould 


1060 ss GE D’S NARRATIVE 


fhould mifgive, were we obliged to pay them an hun- 
dred’ guineas yearly ? and farther he doubted of the 
validity of their leafe, To both which they anfwered, — 
We had to do with gentlemen; and then we got 
their decree figned unanimoufly. When we came 
to London, I acquainted my other partners with my 
fnecefs at Cambridge, and Thomas James’s behaviour 
and concealment of the forementioned letter. His 
brother took him) heartily ‘to tafk; who told’ me 
how he had chaftiied him, and got his promife of 
‘better behaviour for the future. . Then we refolved 
to co all together to Cambridge, to attend two other 
courts, called Caput and Convocation, to get the 
finifhing firoke to their leafe. We appointed a day | 
to fet out; but Thomas James thought fit to inform 
the King’s printers (our antaconifts) of our refolutions, 
who had been at Cambridge two days before we ar- 
rived, and had renewed their forrner . offer of £ 500 
to the univerfity, befides an yearly premium; and 
the more to ingratiate themfelves, carried along with 
them fpecimens of Caflon’s types, to fhew the im- 
perfection of Thomas James’s, as were exhibited’ 
before himfelf, when. he was obligedto own. there 
was no comparifon; but, having.an impreffion of that 
plate with me J had formerly made from Mr. Caflon’s, 
“types, made it plain, my work muft be always an- 
fwerable ; which the gentlemen being convinced of, 
our leafe paffed the other two courts next day. The. 
univerfity being confined to make that grant only 
in the name of one fingle perfon, we were. afked 
which of us fhould be nominated; when Fenner and 
Thomas 
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' Thomas James ftood candidates, and, by the power 
given me of the cafting vote, L gave it in favour of 
Fenner, who. promiled, as foon as he came to Lon- 
don, to make a transference to the whole concerned 5 
_ but no fooner we returned thither, than there was a 
propofal made to fend Thomas James to loliand 
to purchafe proper types, which was accordinely 
done, when in two months ftay there, he brought upoa 
us a charge of £ 160, and only one fet of types home 
with him, though in greater quantity then he had 
either orders or we ufe for. Having heard me fre- 
quently fay, that the beft plates I could make would 
be from types before they were uled or inked, he 
caufed to fet up four pages of a Bible, to make a plate 
from them, before any impreffion had been taken 
from them. | The impreffions were made, when there 
appeared like two hundred blots in each page, which 
he was fo fond of, that he carried them diredétly to his 
brother. Being furprized, 1 caufed take impreffions 
likewife from the types, when the fame: number. of 
blots appeared there too: and when the compofitors 
obferved the types, they teld me, that about a third 
of them-had never been adjufted; then James him- 
felf was fet to adjuft them. After this, I made a 
whole fheet of a Bible, and impteflions were taken 
from both type and plate; when Thomas James 
brought a quire of fine paper, and was prefent at the 
impreffion taken from the type, and placed his feal 
_ on the middle of each fheet.. Seeing his eagernefs 
to catch advantages, I went for a quire of the fame 
kind of paper, and defired him to be witnefs to the 
C2 impreffion 
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impreffion from my plates; and having ftamped my 
feal likewife on each fheet of mine, both impreffions 
were fhewn to Samuel Palmer and his brother, who 
- were fatishied with the performance. This was fome- 
what grating to. Thomas James. The next mali- 
cious ftratagem he fell upon (being witnefs to the 
taking of thefe impreffions) was, to acquaint his bro- 
ther with the defect of the impreffions in the corner 
of one of the fheets, which he had picked out on 
purpofe, which defect was owing to the platten’s 
being patched with paper; but as his was firft caft 
off, there were more of them injured in that parti- 
cular place than of mine; which fhewing his bro- 
ther, and convincing him of his malice to the under- 
‘taking, he confented that he fhould have no farther 
concern, or be allowed to come to our meetings, 
which occafioned the delay of our contract, and con- — 
fequently of the transference, not knowing whether 
he was to be any more a partner. Then we got com- 
pofitors, and fet to work about a Bible and two 
Prayer-books on that letter brought from Holland; 
two Prayer-books upon a Brevier letter, which we 
had from Thomas James, which were laid afide after 
four fheets were made in plates; and likewife an- 
oftavo Prayer-book, whereof nine fheets were made, 
and likewife thrown afide, which afterwards, when I 
left them, they completed in the common way. Tf 
made likewife plates for a Grammar, when my partners 
made choice of an overfeer, who did not underftand - 
the rudiments. At this time we had about a dozen 
compofitors, and finifhed two Prayer-books, without 
taking 
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taking an impreffion of one fheet; being obliged to 
-make two: plates for each page (and very often a 
greater number, till he was fatisfied that he had got 
two fufficient for the work): this learned overfeer was 
made judge, to break down what he thought con- 
venient'to be caft over again; but his judgement 
fhewed itfelf in breaking the beft, which I frequently 
difcovered, and fhewed him the plates after broke, 
to give him reafon to be convinced of his error; 
though all the excufe he made for himfelf was, that 
there were faults in the compofing, which fhould have _ 
been his bufinefs to have known before they were 
brought to me. Having obferved this practice fo 
frequently, I made my complaint to Mr. Fenner, 
that impreffions might be taken of thé whole work, 
to fee how far we had been impofed on: Fenner not 
feeming to agree to it, furprized me much, my de- 
mand being fo juft. Alittle after 1 cameo difcover, 
that there was an underftanding between Fenner and 
this overfeer, who was likewife clerk to the difburfe- 
ments, of which John James bore the far greater 
fhare, without ever taking receipts or clearing ac- 
compts with Fenner, who had his. game to play with 
this clerk in making up the accompts; as he told 
me afterwards, that he had a promife of fifty pounds 
from Fenner, to make up the accompts.as he fhould 
direét, and to continue him in his favour; and he 
added, that it was’ then in his’ power to difcover to 
me, how far Fenner defigned to trick and play the 
rogue both againtft John Jamés and me. But having 
in due acquainted Mr. James with :my obfervations 

3 and 
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cand fufpicions of :this overfeer, we determined to em- 
ploy a more proper man, to whom we would. allow 
“double the wages that the other had. Accordingly — 
another was got, who feeing the former’s performance, 
-and efpecially that on the Gram mar, he let us fee, there 
‘was like twenty errors in every page, and all the 
-reft of his work fhewed he had no judgement. in the — 
‘matter. Our new overfeer immediately propofed to 
eet Dutch prefimen, and we immediately fent, him 
‘to Holland to fetch them over; and in the mean 
“time our old overfeer was continued till the other’s re- 
‘turn, and, knowing he was to be no longer employed, 
‘he committed rather greater blunders than formerly: 
-but before our new overfeer went away, being ac- 
quainted with the King’s printers, informed them of 
the -advantageous offers we had made him, and his 
errand to Holland; whereupon they debauched him 
-likewife, and told him, that if he gave us his tools 
‘(as he had promifed to do on our paying for them), 
-he would throw himfelf out of bread; and that the 
‘univerfity’s leafe would not be worth an half-penny 
-to us, becaufe they were to lead an injunction againft 
it. It evidently appeared, he was in concert with 
the King’s printers, by the people he brought over 
‘with him; one of whom was a fuperanuated failor, 
who ingenuoufly confeffed his ignorance; and, after 
eight days ftay with us, went home again, although 
he was under. contract for a year at weekly wages. 
Another of them, to excufe his ignorance, told us he 
-was bred a baker, and had been but two years at the 


‘prefs. The other two were father and fon; the father 
was 
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was a little old man between fixty and feventy years of 
age, and both fo weakly, that they took four pulls at 
the preis inftead of two that the Englifh made, who 
mocking them for their practice in their bufinefs, 
the fon, being’ afhamed, ran. away from. us in two 
months. . Our new overfeer, being along with them 
at Cambridge, and having no other plates to work 
upon, but the former uncorrec ones (which-he him- 
felf had condemned) :caufed caft off a fheet, which 
he fent up to London, and which met with approba- 
tion; having done his utmoft to fave his own re- 
putation, and conceal the-ignorance of thofe he had 
brought from Holland. After this, my partners ufed 
their preffing inftances to perfuade me to go down to 
Cambridge, which I refufed till the contra@s fhould. 
be figned, and the transference made. but telling 
me, that would take a time, and that the people would 
be out of work, they gave me an holograph write of 
John James, figned by him and Fenner, wherein they 
confirmed to me £ 100 to be paid yearly, or quarterly, 
for the ufe of my family; thirty fhillings a week for 
my own fubfiftance ; and likewile aed themfelves 
to confirm to me one fourth of the profits that fhould 
arife from the work, and to extend their obligation 
in form with all expedition, which, by their verbal: 
promife, was to have been done within fix wecks 
thereafter; having complained of their former pay= 
ments, they affured me.I fhould be paid punétually 
for the future. But after feven weeks itay at Cam- 
bridge (Fenner having fent down his brother to, be 
gathits), I had no greater payments made me than at. 

the 
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the rate of ten fhillings per week: having made 
preffing demands in terms of our agreement ® this 
Fenner told me, that if I were not fatisfied with what 
he gave, I might go about my bufinefs, for they 
could dothe work without me. . By this time having 
sot a fheet of a Bible made by the direction -of this 
new overfeer, which appeared more beautiful then 
any hitherto done, Fenner, hearing me fo much com- 
mend it, pretended to havea curiofity to look at 
it, but lifting it up frony the place where it lay to a 
better light, dropt it; obferving this; I ran to take 
up what might be unhurt, but he knocked even 
what remained whole to pieces, which fhewed "twas 
not ‘an accident, but real defign. I foon after dif- | 
covered their plot: for, having placed-all my tools 
and inftruments in order at Cambridge, his brother 
at London and he thought they could do the bufinefs 
without’ me, and fo fought all opportunities to fall 
out with me; for it was plain from his breaking’ of 
my plates (the goodnefs of which was owing to our 
new overfeer’s improving ‘of the pages, and pre- 
ferving of fuch pages as were fufficient for the work), 
that, if they found they could fucceed in their de- 
fign, they would impofe upon John James, by mak- 
ing him believe they could perform the work’ better 
than myfelf, and fo have no more occafion for me, 
This new overfeer {taid only ten days at this time that 
IT was at Cambridge, when the meflengers actually 
came down with the injunétion; who having fent for 
him, he kept them company all that night) and 
defired them to conceal themfelves till he fhould: get 
all 
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all that was due to him (which was only three 
guineas), and be gone for London, which he accord- 
ingly did next morning; and they appeared that 
afternoon, and laid on their injunction, which in few 
days after was removed by a decree of the chancery 
in favour of the univerfity. Our overfeer having 
now left us, this Fenner our clerk (being a few weeks 
before an ironmonger) affumed the direction as over- 
feer likewife,; and made always choice of the worft 
plates for the prefs:men to work on, and fent thefe 
bad impreffions to John James, which he thewed to 
ftationers that he expected would be purchalers, 
who attributed the faults of the impreffion to the bad- 
nefs of the paper. Fenner having got already as 
much from John Jamesas he could expect he would 
be willing to launch out on this affair; he made a 
demand of £ 500. for this paper, which Mr. James 
refufed to pay his fhare of, telling him that he was 
informed it was nothing but the refufe and rubbifh 
of his fhop, and that he ought not to have furnifhed 
paper without the advice and confent of the con- 
cerned, as had been agreed on by our minutes. 
Then Mr. Fenner applied to Mr. Mount and Mr. 
Page, who had a confiderable mortgage on Mr, 
Bafket’s privilege of printing; Mr. Bafket being to re- 
ceive £11,000. due to him by the Government, with 
which he defigned to pay off that mortgage: Fenner 
hearing of this, conjeCturing this a proper time, made 
propofals to conjoin Mr. Mount and Mr. Page with 
him in the univerfity’s leafe, which he had ftull 
in his own name. - Thereafter he came to Cambridge, 
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where I acquainted him how haughtily I had been 
ufed by his brother as is above related ; and told 
him, I would go to London to fee John James, and 
provide proper perfons to carry on the work, and 
have our contracts figned, which ought to have been 
done three months before that time. He told me, 
I fhould get no more papers figned than what were 
already, for John James would advance no more 
money, and would be no longer concerned; but that | 
he had taken care of himfelf, and was to take-in Mr. 
Mount and Mr. Page for fharers. I then told him, 
IT had his figned obligation for a fourth fhare, and 
would go to London to let Mr. James know his de- 
fion, who had already laid out fo much money on. 
that affair. Finding me obftinate, he begged me to 
ftay fourteen days, and make the Calendar of a 
Prayer-book, that he might have one of them bound 
in order to fhew it to Mr. James, and that he would 
endeavour to get him to continue his concern, and 
to bring him to Cambridge in that time; which they 
failing to do, I went to London: but before I fet out, 
I thought it fit.to remove part of my tools, at leaft 
fo many of them as fhould difappoint him, or any 
other, in the difcovery of any part of my invention, 
I likewife carried with me fpecimens of moft of the 
fheets caft off, to compare them with what Mr. 
James might have got fent him from Fenner. Mr. 
James took out of his pocket thofe fheets fent him 
by Fenner from Cambridge; amongft which was 
one done upon fine paper and fealed, as formerly 
Spoke of, which he judged to be from the type, 
and 
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and faid there was no comparifon between it and 
the other fpecimens for beauty; and his brother 
Thomas James being prefent, and feconding the 
fame, the fheet was opened out, and my feal being 
found on the middle of it, they were both convinced 
that that impreffion was from my plates, and that any 
defects they complained of in the others were owing 
to the infufficiency of the paper. Next day I went 
to call for Fenner, but he would not appear. But | 
hearing I was come to London, he went down the 
day after to Cambridge, where he and his brother 
-impudently broke open my work-houfe-door, and 
finding the material part of my tools gone, applied 
to trades-men in the place, thinking to make up what 
was wanting ; but he could not defcribe, nor they 
conceive, what he meant, though he was there fix 
weeks about it. When he came back to London, 
he perfuaded John James, that, could he have back 
my tools, he would make good the undertaking ; and 
to that end he propofed a meeting with me, to engage 
me to go back and replace my tools as they were 
before, and I fhould be paid punétually thereafter. 
Thefe infinuations fo far prevailed with John James, 
that he went into the concert with Fenner againft me, 
and gave him fifty guineas as part of his fhare of the 
£ 500. for paper above-mentioned : when we met, I 
defired to get from Mr. Hamilton the contract in his 
hands to be figned; and that Mr. Fenner fhould 
transfer the privilege of the univerfity. This 
they declined, and faid they would make another 
paper equally valid, which John James wrote him- 
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felf, and which was a contract for twenty-fix weeks 
in place of twenty-one years. By this I perceived 
that their defign was only to get me to carry back | 
my tools, to be more attentive to my performance 
for difcovery of the myftery, and then to fhuffle me 

entirely out of the bufinefs. | 
In the twenty-fix weeks time, they expected ] would 
finifh the half of a Bible, and the half of an Oétavo 
Prayer-book. I told them I faw through their aim, — 
and parted with them. Then Fenner went a fecond 
time to Cambridge, and praétifed for two months 
with as little fuccefs as before : at his return, he called 
us to another meeting; and I carried along with me 
a country-man of mine, a member of parliament, to 
whom they offered a fheet of clean paper, to fill up 
what articles he thought fit for my advantge, if I 
would return to Cambridge. This gentleman an- 
{wered, that I had a friend in the place that under- 
ftood matters of that kind better than he, and de- 
fired them to appoint an hour and place; but ac- 
cidently dropping his name, was known to Mr. 
Fenner, having heard him plead a caufe in the Ex- . 
chequer in Scotland: when the defendant was feem- 
ingly to have loft his caufe, this gentleman recovered 
it to Fenner’s great furprize; which made him believe 
that gentleman would be too many for him to meet 
with on my affair. The appointment, however, was 
made; but neither he nor James kept it. Some 
days after, my friend the member of parliament and 
J met with them in another place, where were the 
two James’s and Penner. ‘Thomas James, : being the 
intimate 
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intimate of Mr. Mount and Mr. Page, was informed 
‘by them, how far Fenner had been bargaining with 
them for the privilege of the univerfity; which John 
James hearing, told Fenner that he was a,knave and 
a rogue, and had all along picked his pocket, but 
that he would {trip him to the fhirt for his money. 
After this, my friend and I gave over hopes of getting 
matters accommodated; but he went to. my Lord 
Iflay (by whofe affiftance we had obtained the leafe, 
which was granted folely for the encouragement of 
my plate-way), to folicit his lordfhip to intercede 
with the gentlemen of the univerfity for redrefs of 
my bad treatment. But this vifit was unluckily 
_ timed; for one Mr, Page an attorney (his lordthip’s 

doer at London, and likewife for Fenner) being pre- 
fent, and hearing application made to. his lordfhip 
ain my behalf, faid, I had been fufficiently rewarded 
for what I had done; that I had got £ 700. of their 
money, and that I was old and blind, and that my 
partners could perform my undertaking to better pur- 
pofe than I could do myfelf. After this, my friend 
and I made it our bufinefs to meet with this attorney, 
when I had my accompts drawn up, to fhew him 
how far he had been mifinformed. | But he would by 
no means meet with us, faying, Did we imagine to 
feduce him from his client’s intereft? and that he 
would affront my friend, if we gave him any farther 
trouble.. My friend being obliged to go for Scot- 
Jand, I never had an opportunity to give my Lord 
Iflay any farther account of-my misfortunes. I went 
afterwards to Cambridge, to look after my houfehold | 
33 furniture, 
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furniture, and the remainder of my tools that I left 
behind me; but Fenner pretended to detain both 
furniture and tools for what of the latter 1] had carried 
off before, though at the fame time my partners were 
debtor unto me in £240. by their engagements to 
me, befides my fhare of the plates and profits arifing 
from them. I could by no means prevail with Fenner 
to let me have my furniture, tools, or my cabinet 
where my papers lay. When I came back to Lon- 
don, another friend of mine and I met with Fenner, 
to whom we propofed to fubmit our difference to 
the determination of two gentlemen, to be chofen by 
each of us; to which he anfwered, that he was con- 
tent, provided I would find bail for what demands 

he might have on me; to which my friend replied, | 
that I fhould find bail for £ 5000. yea, £ 10,000. 
if he would do the fame but for £2000. But Fenner, 
hearing this frank offer of my friend and me, de- 
clined the fubmiffion ; upon which a fubftantial neigh- 
bour of his being prefent, told him, that certainly 
his caufe muft be bad, that he would not truft to the 
arbitration of two honeft ‘men. — Before I left Cam- 
bridge laft, I was informed by one of my country- 
men who wrought in the houfe, that they had 
printed off 20,000 copies of a fmall Prayer-book of — 
one line, 10,000 of another Prayer-book of two — 


columns, from my plates made from the fame type; 
and 10,000 more of an oftavo Prayer-book of a © 


larger letter, the one half whereof from plates, and 
the other from types; befides 10,000 Bibles in man- 
ner of this laft mentioned Prayer-book, which 

when 
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when working in the common-way, one third of 
thefe types were picked out, Thomas James having 
underfized them when he undertook to adjuft them, 
though I had all alone wrought my plates from thefe 
unfized types. After all, I took counfel of Commifiary 
Graves at Cambridge, and Mr. Peters counfellor at 
London, whom John James had likewife advifed 
with; and both agreed that we fhould join in pro- 
fecuting Fenner ; which Mr. James confented to, but 
fhifted me. off fo often that I could not wait longer 
at London : and thus I was obliged to leave my af- 
fair in the fame fituation, and come home to Scot- 
land, without ever having been able ever fince to get 
redrefs or fatisfaction for the injuries done me by my 
partners, : 


W. GEp. 
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of GED and his Invention ; 


Written by his DaucuTeEr.’ 


M WitiramM Gep, who was a goldfmith in 
Edinburgh, had been for fome years con- 
cerned in paying a relation’s printing-houfe fervants, 
and in his abfence often thought how much money’ 
might be faved, and how cheap Bibles and Common- 
prayer-books might be bought, could a method be 
fallen upon to make plates for each page; and 
being affured by a good printer of the advantage that 
would accrue, he immediately turned all his inven- 
tion that way, and gave up exceeding good bufi- 
nefs, by which he had maintained his family very 
eenteelly, and had faved money. He had alfo im- 
proved the Goldfmith bufinefs.in many branches, 
which he liberally communicated to the trade as foon 
as he made them. But now he turned all his attention 
to. making plates for printing, and threw out much 
money upon making very expenfive experiments, and 
feveral years painful and hard labour; and at length 
obtained it with the cheapeft and eafiett-got materials. 
By this time his own ftock was gone. Buta friend 
of his, who had money, and withed to ferve both him 
and himfelf by this improvement, joined him; but 
neither had knowledge in printing, nor could procure 
proper wark that would do juftice to the performance. 


All 
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All were in arms againtt it; which induced Mr. Ged — 
to clofe with Mr. William Fenner, an Enelifhman, 
who was in Edinburgh at the time. The narrative 
dictated by himfelf can beft explain how he was ufed 
there, and continued till 1733, when he came home, 
and the bad fuccefs he had met with; which pro- 
ceeded from no failure on his part, but his credulity. 
_ His friends, however, were anxious to-have a fpecimen 
of his performance printed here; which was at laft 
done by fubfcription. But the difficulty of a com- 
poficor fiill remained, and none could be got to 
do it; his fon James Ged being then about ten or 
twelve years old, it was thought proper to breed him 
a printer ; and he was not much above a year at the 
bufinefs, when, with the confent of his mafter, he 
was allowed to come in the night-time, when all che 
other compofitors were gone, and fet up the forms 
for his father to caft off the plates from, by which 
means Salluft was finihhed 1736. A number of the 
copies ftill remain unfold. Mr. William Ged, while 
at Cambridge, had the fortune to be known to fome 
very refpectful perfons there, who regretted much his 
i ufage, and wanted much to have him replaced printer 
again, in which Mr. Robert Smith chancellor, ‘and 
the bifhop of St. Afaph, were very powerful agents; , 
which encouraged Mr. Ged and a gentleman of pro- 
perty (who was'to join him‘in carrying on the print- 
ing) to go to Cambridge 1742. But it happened fo 
unlucky, that the univerfity had jult before ‘that pro- 
vided: themfelves in'a great quantity. of ew’ types, 
which they:wifhed to makes experiment of at’ that 
E time. 
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time. His fon James Ged, wearied with many dif- 
appointments, went off in 1745, was apprehended 
in Carlifle, and condemned with colonel Townley; 
but, through Dr. Robert Smith’s intereft with the 
duke of Newcaftle (upon his father’s account) and 
_ fome others, was. reprieved ; and after being liberate 
1748, there were gentlemen under. contradt with 
Mr, William Ged to have him come up to London, 
as his fon James was a fufficient printer ; which he was 
upon the eve of doing, and had all his utenfils new 
fit up, and fence for Leith to be fhipped of, when he 
fickened, and died O&ober 19, 1749. ‘Thus ended a 
very laborious, innocent life, and he had fortitude to 
bear himfelf up amidft his many fevere trials and dif- 
appointments with chearfulnefs. I muft not omit 
one proof he gave of the love of his country, and his 
difdain of enriching himfelf at his country’s expence. 
He had offers from Holland, repeatedly, either to go 
over there, or fell them his invention; but he 
would not liften, as he faid he meant to ferve his 
own country, and not to hurt it, as it muft have 
done, enabling them to underfell by that advantage. 
After Mr. Ged died, his fon James Ged got up all” 
his tools to London, and the gentlemen engaged 
would have carried on bufinels with him; but he 
‘had not fo much of. his father’s genius as his younger 
brother. William Ged, who, being likewife tired with: 
repeated difappointment in his father’s invention, 
though he had thé genius for it, left the place, and 
went to Jamaica, where he did well and was much” 
elieerned ;. and as foon as he had made fome hundred 
: pounds, 
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pounds, remitted the money to his brother James 
at London, to buy a font of types, and bring over 
all his father’s utenfils with him, as he knew he could 
‘perform it; unluckily Mr. James left the tools to be 
fhipped by a friend of his, who moft ungeneroufly 
‘kept them to make trial of his fkill himfelf in that 
way, and the tools were never heard of more; which 
was no fmall difappointment to William, and what 
he regretted to his laft hour,1767. His brother 
James died the year after he left England, 
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Ti. An Account of fome of the Advantages of that - 
Improvement in the Art of Printine, invented 
by WiLt1amM GED, late Goldfmith in Edinburgh ; 
with Pxoposats of a Supscription for enabling 
his Son, James Gep, Printer, and now the only 

“Poffeffor of this Valuable Secret, to carry it into | 
farther Ex cution, for the Pusxick, and the Benefit 
of his Family. Dated London, May 29,1751... 


R Ececived of the 
Sam of to be depofited in the Hands 


o » for a Fund to enable me to carry 
on my Art of Printing by Plates; which Sum J oblige my/felf to repay 
aut of the Profits of my Work. 


HE nature of this Improvement in the Art of 
Printing being fo little known, it is thought 
proper to give the folowing fhort account of it: 
Asto the Invention itfelf, it confifts fimply in this ; 
That Mr. Ged, from any types, of Greek or Roman, 
or any other character, forms a plate for every page, 
or fheet of a book, from which he prints, inftead of 
_ufing a type from every letter, as is done in the com- 
mon way. ‘a : 
_ The improvement upon the Art, by this curious 
_ invention, is principally confiderable in relation to the 
Three moft important articles of Printing, viz. The 
Expence, Corretinefs, and mi Hs and Uniformity of ee 


letter. 
1ft, The 
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1ft, The faving on types appears remarkably, no 
more being neceffary for making plates for any book 
than what. are requifite for compofing only one theet. 
When the firft half fheet is compofed, Mr. Ged 
makes his plates for it while the fecond half fheet is 
compofing: The types of the firft half fheet are then 
taken down and made ufe of for the third, whilft 
plates are made for the fecond, and fo on till the book 
be finifhed; with much lefs interruption than in the 
common way of printing, in which the compofitors 
are frequently ftopped for.want of types, till large 
impreffions of a former, fheet are thrown off: but 
Mr. Ged’s method is not liable to this interruption, 
he being able to make plates for one half fheet in lefs 
than two hours, which affords an immediate return of 
types to the compofitors. 

In making plates, the types being neither ftrained 
by a prefs, nor clogged with ink, as in printing from 
them, are not in danger of being broke, nor do they 
fuftain any preffure that can wear them; by this 
means the charge of types, which uled to be fo great, 
becomes next to nothing, from the fmall quantity re- 
quired, and the lafting of fuch as are neceflary. | 

The expence in printing will be much diminithed 
by faving on the article of paper. In the common 
_ way,there muft be fome hundreds and frequently 
thoufands of copies of a book thrown off at firit, to 
anfwer the common charge of the prefs, which, if the 
book be long in felling, occafions a confiderable lofs 
from the intereft_ of money given out for paper and 
prefs-mens wages : whereas, in this method by plates, 
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100, 50, 20, or any number of copies may be thrown 
off, according to the brifknefs or flownefs of the fale. 
Upon thefe accounts the charge of a book, which 
bears but one edition, may be more eafily defrayed 
than in the common way of Printing; but in books 
that run through many, and in all ftandard and claf- | 
fical books, for which this improvement is chiefly in- 
tended, how obvious and confiderable is the advan- 
tage! For, after the common charges are defrayed, 
by printing off confiderably fewer copies than is ge- 
nerally done in the firft edition of books, every copy 
afterwards caft off will not amount to the twentieth 
part of the charge of a copy in the fecond and fubfe- 
quent editions reprinted in the common way ; all the 
expence of compofing, correcting, and new types, 
being by this method entirely faved, together with the 
intereft upon paper and prefs-mens wages as aforefaid. 
2dly, Books printed in this way muft more infalli- 
bly be correct ; for where an error happens, and errors 
will fometimes efcape the moft exact corrector, they 
can eafily be amended upon the firft difcovery. — 
Words, and even fentences (provided they can be con- 
tained in the fame bounds with thofe to be taken out) 
can be corrected without deftroying the plate; at the 
worft, the charge of plates for a few pages is very in- 
confiderable: and when a book is once correét, which 
from this facility it is natural to expect it foon may- 
be, it remains fo for ever; whereas in the common 
way of printing there is as great, or perhaps greater, — 
hazard of errata in the fecond and following editions 
as in the firft, @ 
7 gdly, Mr. 
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to conviction, that there is no diftinguifhing the print 
from his plates from that of the types from whence 
thefe plates were formed: fo that it is plain, the 
print by his plates muft be as beautiful as Field’s, 
Bleau’s, Elzivir’s, or any of the moft celebrated 
printers, provided the types from which the plates 
are made be equally good with theirs. And here it 
is natural to obferve, the very beft types will always 
fall reafonably to be ufed, fo few being neceffary ; the 
letter will be beautiful and uniform through the whole 
book, as clear in the laft page as in the firft, every 
plate having only its own work. This is not the 
cafe in printing with types, which are employed 
fheet after fheet till they are worn out, and occafions 
that inequality of beauty which fo often appears in 
the end of books of great length. 

Mr. Ged, the inventor of this ingenious and afefol 
improvement, by an unwearied application for many 
years, in which he had occafion to make trial of an 
almoft infinite variety of experiments, at laft brought 
it to perfection: but, by a fatality not uncommon’ 
to men of merit and ingenuity, he never reaped the 
fruits of his own induftry, After ftrugeling many 
years with great difficulties, always baffled in his ex- 
pectations by fome misfortune or other, he died about 
a year ago amidft a deferving family, in very indiffe- 
rent circumitances, by his large expences in the un 
fuccefsful profecution of his difcovery, and fuch as 
has put it out of his fon’s power to carry it on with- 
out affiftance. 


~ By 
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the help of this fon, whom he bred a printer, 
and to whom alone he taught his art, Mr. Ged coms 
pleated plates for a Salluft, which he aétually printed, — 
at Edinburgh, in the year 1736; and though the 
_badnefs of the types (the only types he could then 
obtain) from which thefe plates were formed, made - 
it impoffible for him to make the impreffion remark- 
ably beautiful ;. yet the many copies of it in the hands 
of the curious ferve at leaft as a convincing and in- 
difputable proof of the reality of the improvement in 
general. It is hoped, that the world will no longer 
allow this deferving family to languith in obicurity 
while one of them is poflefled of a fecret fo ap- 
parently ufeful, and which, in the event of his death, 
would be loft for ever to the publick. 

It is humbly propofed, That gentlemen, lovers of — 
learning, and encouragers of ingenuity, will have the 
goodnefs to open a fubfcription, to enable James 
_ Ged, the fon of the inventor, to profecute his father’s . 
art. He has all the tools, but much fpoiled by dif- 
ufe ; moft of them need to be repaired, and many to 
be entirely renewed: but for this, and all other ex- 
pences neceflary for carrying on the work, it is pro- 
pofed, the fubfcribers fhould agree upon fome perion 
to receive and have charge of the money fubfcribed, — 
which fhall not be laid out but with his knowledge 
and approbation: and Mr. Ged will give all the fe- 
curity in his power that the gentlemen fudfcribers fhallk 
be gradually reimburfed out of the profits of his work, 
in fuch proportions as they fhall think proper. 
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1V: Mr. MoreEs’s NARRATIVE OF 


BLOCK-PRINTING. 


From his Diss—ERTATION ON FOUNDERS. 


\HELE method of Block-printing, firft practifed. 

by the Chinefe and Japonefe, and purfued in 
the firlt eflays of Fauft, the European inventor of the — 
prefent art, before the more excellent method of print- 
ing by feparate types had been deviled by him and 
Schoeffer, was performed by engraving the matter 
upon blocks of wood, every block containing a page 
of the work which was to be printed; and in this 
manner was printed the Speculum Morientium, and 
other maculatures of the art. 

Aboug the year 1730 *, one Fenner took it into 
his head to revive this ancient method, but with 
improvement: inftead of planks and engraving, he 
ufed cafting and plates of metal. Thus; the mat- 
ter was firft compoled in the ufual way: then the 
form was affufed with fome fort of Gypfum, 
which, after it was indurated, became a compli- 
cation of matrices, for cafting the whole page ina 
fingle piece. 


* Ged’s plan was firft put in execution in 172¢3 his con- 
nexion with Fenner commenced in 1729, and it continued 
till 337° N, 
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The project required money, which Fenner wanted : 
es Mr. John James (the brother of Mr. Thomas 
James) then an architect at Greenwich *, was taken 
into the fcheme, and aftewards Mr. Thomas James 
himfelf; and the partnerfhip at length confifted of 
Mr. John James, | 
Mr. Thomas James, 
The faid Fenner, and 
James Gadd { Ged]; 
the laft of whom was in the rebellion of 1745, a 
captain in Perth’s regiment, was arraigned of, high 
treafon, pleaded guilty, and begged to be recom- 
mended to mercy: and his life was fpared on account 
of his knowledge in this method of printing which | 
was thought to be ufeful +. 
In the purfuic Mr. Thomas James expended < a 
confiderable part of his fortune, and fuffered in his 
proper bufinels{: for the printers would not employ — 


* John James was confiderably employed in the works_ 
at Greenwich, where he fettled. He built the church there, 
and the houfe of Sir Gregory Page at Black-heath, the idea 
of which was taken fron Houghton, James likewife built 
the church of St. George, Hanover Square, the body of the 
church at Twickenham, and that of St. Luke, Middlefex, 
whica has a flanted obelifk for its fteeple. He tranflated 
fromm the French fome books on Gardening. See Walpole, 
Anecdotes of Painting, vol. [V. p. 48. 

+ See his Sifter’s Narrative, p. 26. 

{ “ His death,” fays Mr. Mores, ‘* which happened in 
« the year 1738, was accelerated by an unlucky attach- 
** ment to a method of printing Jong fince rejeéted, and at 
_ © variance with the improvements of latter times.” 3 

: ey ct 


OF Gicius Kei wt ie ae 
him becaufe the Block-printing, had it fuce : 
would have been prejudicial to theirs. es 

But the hiftory of their progrefs 1s beeHy C 


prehended in two letters which are owing to this 
publication ; 






“¢ Reverend Sir, 


«¢ J am adding One to the number of typographical 
hiftorians : but my fubject is a branch only of that 
hiftory which has not been treated on proieffedly 
before. | doled (ie 

“In the profecution of it I have occafion to fpeak 
of the method of Block-printing: or that of print- 
ing by caft plates inftead of fingle types, a method 
which received greater encouragement at Cam- 
bridge, than it hath been ts ae with in any 
other place. | 

<*] have now before me a printed addrefs to The 
Univerfity, figned John James and Company, bumbly 
fuing for the privilege of printing Bibles and Com- 
mon-prayer-books by this method. The addreis has 
no other date than this chronological circumitance 
to afcertain its time, that it was made about three 
years after The Univerfity had granted their (then) 
laft leafe to The Company of Stationers, which I 
conjecture was about the year 1736, and I appre- 
hend that The Univerfity condefcended to their re- 
queft: for lremember to have been told fome years 
ago by a f{trageling workman who had wrought there, 
that both Bibles and Common-prayer-books had been 
printed, but that the compofitors when they cor- 
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rected one fault (which was only to be done by per- 
for ation made purpofely half a dozen more, and the 


OW pre s-men when the mafters were abfent battered 
the letter in aid of the compofitors: in confequence 
of which bafe proceedings, the books were fupprefied 
by authority, and condemned to et piper & quicquid, 
é¥c. and that all the chandleries in Cambridge were 
full of James's Bibles, and that the plates were fent 
to the King’s printing-houfe, and from thence to 
Mr. Caflon’s founding-houfe to be melted; an in- 
fpector ftanding at the furnace to fee the order fully 
executed.” 

«¢ This, Sir, is all that I have heard of the matter; 
and if any thing is untrue or defective, be fo kind as 
to correct or add. 

‘© What I particularly defire to know is, 


1. Whether Mr. John James was the firft who en- 
gaged in this attempt; or whether * * * * * [fhis 
query was founded on a miftake: a fuppofition that Mr. 
Fobn James here mentioned was Mr. Fobu Fames the 
Letter-Founder. He was not; be was the Uncle of our 
Founder. | 

2. Who was the inventor: for the invention (if a 
revival may be called an invention) was not their 
own. 

3. The method by which they caft fuch large 
plates and {mall letter fo truly, if the fame be not yet 
a fecret. 

4. The dates neceffary to render the foregoing ace 
‘count more complete. 


2 5. Whether 





from which the enclofed page of Salluft * was print- 
ed: it was given me by a gentleman.of Cambridge, 
who cannot recolleé&t how he came by it; it feems to 
have. received a ftroke from the wrong end of the 
ball-ftocks, a to confirm the teflimony of the 
flraggler.” * * * = * 


In anfwer to which thus writes The Reverend Dr. 
Richardjon, Mafter of Emanuel, and with a precifion 
which we have not met with before: for the {cience 
of typography, although formerly exercifed by {cholars, 
and now certainly is an appendage of a {cholar, is 
but little underftood by thofe who ufe it. 


a 


“The firft application which was made to the 
Univerfity by James and Company for printing Bibles 
and Common-prayer-books by blocks inftead of 
fingle types was early in the year 1730, for I find. 
that a fyndicate was appointed to treat with him 6 
June in that year; who, being ftrangers to the bufi- 
nefs of printing, made fo favourable a reprefentation 
to the fenate, that a leafe was fealed to him 23 April, 
1731. In their attempt to fucceed, the partners funk 
a pretty large fum of money ;, but fl do not find 


* Mr. Mores, when he wrote this letter, was not aware, 


Sf 
that the whole volume of Sallutt Sieh been site ed from blocks, 
The page which Mr, M, has ex hibited as a {pe ecimen had 
been greatly injure d before it came into his po tefiion, N. 


that 
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js a at th a completed any one book * by lock. One, 





{ think , was carried on for fome time, but finifhed by 

types at laft. After fruitlefs attempts for three or four — 
_ years, the thing was given up, and application was 
made to The Univerfity for a frefh leafe to print 
Bibles, &c. in the common-way, 23 Sept. 1735; and 
this was refufed.—I do not find what rent was paid. 
If any, it was very confiderable: for when I was in 
office in the year 1738, finding a large arrear due, 
by ufing fome threatning expreffions I recovered 
£50. took up the old leafe, and fo had done with 
them. 

‘¢ One Fenner was the principal perfon concerned, 
and the projector of the fcheme: James was an 
architect, and lived at Greenwich, and was taken 
into partnerfhip as having money. Fenner died in- 
folvent in or before the year 1735, for it was 
his widow —+ who applied for a new leafe in that 
year. 


“¢ Thefe 


* By Ged’s Narrative (fee p.12.) it appears that they 
hed finifbed two Prayer-books. N. os 
+ Mrs. Fenner was afterwards married to Mr. Waugh, 
an apothecary, whom fhe furvived. At a fale of her effe&ts 
in 1768, I purchafed a quantity of wafte metal which had 
been many years accumulating; among this parcel was a 
great variety of metal blocks, One of thefe (a hand-bill 
for Dr. Stoughton’s Cordial Elixir) I have preferved: and - 
have alfo by me an accidental curiofity; a fmall lump 
dug out of the ruins occafioned by the conflagration in 
White Fryars, Jan. 30, 1712-13 5 which, by having been 
comprefled 





: G. ‘0397 om 
«© Thefe Sir, are all the particulars which I can 
recollect relating to this affair.” * * * * # 


OF BLOCK-PRINTING 


“In refpeé&t to the defign itfelf, we may obferve that 
‘the fears of the printers were groundlefs, and the 
villainy of the workmen fupererogatory: for had 
the enterprize at firlt fucceeded, it muft foon have 
funk under its own burthen: the difficulty of botch- 
ing an error which having efcaped the eye of the 
moft vigilant corrector might cafually be ftumbled 
upon by an abecedarian; the great weight of metal 
and dead money; the capacity of ftowage for that 
metal ; the care which muft be taken in repofiting 
the plates, as an ill-fated ftroke would fpoil a whole 
page; the more than ordinary wear of the exterior 
letters of the form, which would fpoil a whole page 
likewife ; the conclufive bomb-dab of a finifhed prefs- 
man at the end of his beat, fo notorioufly deftruc- 
tive to a ftanding job, would all contribute to render 
a defion abortive which hath only this advantage to 
boaft, that a man may be a printer without a fingle 
letter in his houfe. Add to this, that the caf being 
three defcents removed from its parent the fharpnefs 
of the letter is obtunded, and the beauty of the proto- 
type is vanifhed away. 
Ged, after he had obtained his pardon, followed 
his bufinefs for fome time as a journeyman with Mr, 


compreffed between two folid fubftances, exhibits on its 
oppofite fides what Mr. Mores would have called, an im- 
preflion en creux_and en relief. See Diil. on Founders, 
p. 67. N. 
| ; Bettenham : 
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